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Editor’s note: This is the first in what I hope will be a monthly series of stories on JTC members’ Jaguars – 
a sort of combination of the old “Car of the Month” and the “Shining Star” series. If you want to see your 
car(s) described in this series, please send me your story together with applicable photos or, if you prefer, 
just let me know that you are interested and I’ll interview you over the phone. The first story is about Bruce 
Bellrose and his 1971 Series3 E-Type. 
 
                                                     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 The first time I saw Bruce Bellrose’s  E –Type was a couple of years ago when Julia and I were on 
our way to a club event at the CIA. No, not that spooky, Austin Powers kind of place, but the Culinary Insti-
tute Of America in Tarrytown, NY. Bob and Ellen Reach had arranged this wonderful event where the club 
could go and enjoy a gourmet meal prepared by the students at the institute, and all for a price on par with 
that paid for steak and eggs and cheesecake at the Tick-Tock Diner on Route 3. Julia and I were running late 
because we had experienced a flat on the way in our ’71 Series 2 E-type. Bruce’s E-Type was there by the 
side of the road near the toll booths, half underneath a large garbage truck. I wonder who that is?  I thought 
as we drove by.  
 
 Bruce and Susan Bellrose eventually turned up at the CIA. They seemed amazingly calm about the 
whole ordeal, so much so that I made a mental note to behave in the same restrained manner if such a fate 
should befall one of my beloved Jags. Of course, Julia noticed something that I had failed to see; we had met 
the Bellroses well over a decade earlier when we and our children had attended the same family camp in the 
Catskills. It was good to see them again after all those years, although the circumstances could have been 
better. 
 
 Needless to say, Bruce’s E-Type is now back to looking as it was before the mishap. The car in ques-
tion is a lovely 1971 Series 3, which Bruce has owned for over ten years. He bought the car from his cousin 
in Peoria, and subsequently had the car professionally restored, partly in Preoria and then in New Jersey. The 
restoration was finally finished about four years ago. The car is painted in a striking regency red and looks 
spectacular. Bruce tells me that the early Series3 is his favorite car of all time, and I must say that I can see 
where he is “coming from” when  I look at his car. 
 
 Bruce loves to drive his car. He is an avid slalomer, and was 3rd in his class in this car in the national 
JCNA rankings for each of the last two years. He hopes to improve on his ranking in this year’s events. I 
hope to see Bruce and his car at the various slalom trials in Northern New Jersey this year. There is always 
something special about an E-type being flung around those cones, especially when it is being done by some-
one who knows what he is doing. As they say in England, Jolly Good Show! 
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